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As Editor of this newsletter it saddens me to inform all my loyal readers and contributors that this will be my 
last issue. From typewriter to electronic delivery, I have been editor of  “The Crab” for 8 years and have 
written a club newsletter since 1994. It is time to pass the torch.  I want to thank all those who supported me 
and helped teach “an ol’ dog new tricks” and thanks to all the clubs who sent in their photos and articles 
without which this would not have been the award-winning newsletter it became. The best part of having 
been editor was all the great folks I met, in person and electronically and the friends I made along the way. 

The new editor will be Jason Jacobus, President of the Reedy Church Club. You can contact him at 
jjacobu@vcu.edu or 804-633-9502. Please give him all the support and consideration you afforded me  
 

Hope you have a great holiday season.             Pete Arnett 



 

                                                                            
                                                          

PAGE 2                                                               NEWSLETTER OF THE CHESAPEAKE DISTRICT 

MESSAGES  FROM 

District Governor 
 

District Lt. Governor 
 

Betty Lee Stanley Thomas Boschen 

Dear Fellow Ruritans, 
       
 
 Let us all please keep Betty Lee in our thoughts and 
prayers for her speedy recovery 
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Dist. Governor -Continued from page 2 Dist. Lt. Governor, continued from page 2 
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September 19th Gloucester Rur itan Club  held its annual Fish Fry at the American Legion Post 75 in White Marsh, 
Va. Gloucester County.   Fish, hush puppies, cole slaw and baked beans were enjoyed by all present. This is one of 
the club's fundraisers to earn money to give back to the community. through club objectives. 
 
September 22, Gloucester Ruritan Club  had its monthly dinner meeting at the American Legion Post 75 in White 
Marsh, Va.  Special guest were Chesapeake District Governor Betty Lee Stanley who spoke of issues facing Ruritan 
clubs nation wide and she also passed out goody bags to each member, containing candy as a thank you for a 
successful year in Ruritan.  Betty Lee's husband Carson Stanley was also a guest and he holds the National 
Director position for all National clubs. 
 
picture1- Laura Northstein, Barbara Bauer, Paul Bauer and Janet Leigh 
picture 2- Frying fish, Harold Beddingfield and John Nothstein with Rodgers Brown frying hush puppies 
picture 3- Gloucester Ruritan Club president, David Lipps with Director Ron Serls 
picture 4- Chesapeake District Governor Betty Lee Stanley and National Director Carson Stanley 
 
October 27th Gloucester Ruritan Club  held its monthly dinner meeting at American Legion Post 75 facility. Guest 
speaker, Jenny Graziano, Gloucester County Tourism Coordinator spoke to club members about the Visitors Center 
in the Historic Court Circle.  She was recruiting volunteers to help 3 hours a month or hopefully twice a month.  Ms. 
Graziano proudly told member of the state certification of our local Visitor Center and the requirements it took to 
qualify.  She also reported that for the year 2008 over 5,500 visitors from all over the world stopped by for 
information as to what to visit locally, such as Rosewell, the historic buildings in the court circle as well as hotel 
accommodations, Bread and Breakfast Inns, Civil War Trail, Revolutionary sites , restaurants, water and boating 
areas and Gloucester Point Beach to name a few interesting places to visit and have a great time.  Many tourist 
come in Spring to enjoy the Daffodil Festival.  She left pamphlets that are on display at the Visitor Center and forms 
for new  volunteers to sign up.  Club members, Ed Dreschler, Janet Leigh  and Douglas Northstein have volunteered 
for many years 
Gloucester Ruritan club president David Lipps handing Jenny Graziano a Ruritan National coffee mug ---photo 5 
page 4 
 
Halloween was everywhere in Williamsburg, Va. with the Chesapeake District Convention being held on October 31, 
2009, Gloucester Ruritan Club  has been hosting an Ice Cream Social Hospitality Room for over 10 years.   
Hospitality Rooms are from 11 a.m. til 1 p.m. and several clubs offer a variety of food.  Gloucester Ruritan Club has 
been popular for the many different types of toppings " you make yourself" and brings out the kid in all of us. 
During the convention dinner meeting our very own Gloucester Ruri-Teen Club member,  Kristin Handy was named 
Ruri-Teen of the year.  She received a standing ovation from all present.  We are very proud of her and all her 
accomplishments.  Kristin is a senior at Gloucester High School has been club secretary for 2 years, attended the 
American Patriot Conference held at Camp Hanover, Mechanicsville, Va. and she was elected to Girls State held at 
Longwood College in Virginia. Miss.Handy lives with her parents,  Holly and Tony Handy, former members of the 
Gloucester Ruritan Club, and younger sister, Lauren a student at Gloucester High School, all reside in Wicomico, 
Virginia.  She is the granddaughter of Amelia and John Thomas also from Wicomico, Va 
picture-6,  Paul Bauer, John Northstein and Janet Leigh serving at the Gloucester Ruritan  
Club Ice Cream Social Hospitality Room  
picture- 7, Tom Swankler, Paul Bauer, Beverly Thomas, Ron Serls, Kristin Handy, Sammie Cheek, Harry Thomas, 
Laura and John Northstein and front row- Janet Leigh and Barbara Bauer  

Photos page 4 

Photo 6- 7 page 4 

The Westmoreland Ruritan Club  at their November meeting recognized members and guests who had served their 
country in the armed forces. L to R:  Peggy Mothershead, Ruritan President, Alex Podplay, Ruritan Vice President, 
JoAnn Podplay, member Veteran, Bob Phillips, guest-Veteran, Eddie Sanford, member--Veteran, Russell Burr, 
guest--Veteran. 
Dr. Elaine Fogliani, Superintendent of Westmoreland County Schools and Ruritan Club member, showed a photo 
presentation and spoke to the group about her trip to India.  

Photos 8-9, page 4 
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The BeaverDam Ruritan Club  had several successful events over the past few months.  We had Bingo on October 
3rd and November 14th.  This will be it for Bingo for 2009.  We will start bingo again in January, 2010.  These Bingo 
games are a great source of income for our club, making it possible for us to provide many free events for the people 
of our community.  We also participated with the BeaverDam Heritage Days Foundation on Saturday, October 10th in 
celebrating BeaverDam Heritage Days.  This was the day that the first Honorary Mayor of BeaverDam was elected.  
The mayor, who was given the key to Beaverdam, happened to also be the President of the BeaverDam Ruritan 
Club, Andy Schaeffer.  On Saturday, October 24th, we had our annual  Halloween/Fall Festival.  Despite the rain, the 
building was overrun with children in costumes.  It was a wonderful time for all, including many adults that also 
dressed up.  The cake walk was also a great success. Details for any of our upcoming events can be found at 
www.beaverdamruritan.com. 
Honorary Mayor of BeaverDam   photo 10, page 4 
Halloween   photo 11-12, page 4 
Club President, Andy Schaeffer with his wife and fellow member, Chantelle.   Photo 13, page 4 

KING GEORGE RURITANS  DISTRIBUTE DICTIONARIES 
TO ALL THIRD GRADERS 

    October was an exciting month for 350 third graders in King George County!  They joined 28,080 other  
Virginia students this year who have received a student dictionary as part of a nationwide effort to help 
 students become good writers, active  readers and creative thinkers.  
     The effort in King George has come about because one resident heard about this project at a   
convention.  Joyce Hite came home and told her friend, Aubrey  Mitchell, who is active with the Ruritans  
and the project got underway.  Betty L. Stanley, Chesapeake District Governor, also described this project  
at the April District Meeting. 
     The dictionary project is part of a nationwide effort to provide students with their own dictionaries---one  
they can use in school, take home at night, and keep as their own.  Many Ruritan Clubs are participating.  
 The Woodrow Wilson District has participated for 5 years. 
     The book also includes the Declaration of Independence, maps of the world, the planets, facts about  
different countries, multiplication tables, facts about U.S. Presidents, and much more. 
     The Dictionary Project started in 1992 in Savannah, Ga.  More than 11,393,253 books have been  
distributed  nationwide. In Virginia in 2008 there were a little over 31,000 dictionaries distributed.  In 2009  
there were over 101,000 dictionaries given. 
     Third graders at all King George schools, as well as the Base School and the home schoolers received a  
dictionary to keep.  The 2009 District Governor of Chesapeake District Ruritans, Betty Lee Stanley and her  
husband, Carson Stanley, who is the National Director of Chesapeake District Ruritans, met with third  
graders at KG Elementary School to kick off the distribution.  One would only have to see the enthusiasm  
and reaction of these students to realize what a wonderful project it is.  This project is one of the most  
rewarding we’ve ever done and certainly should be carried out every year! 
     While Ruritans were the sponsoring body, the project couldn’t have happened without the financial help  
of several in the community.  They include Joyce and Homer Hite, Al and Mary Landino, Aubrey and  
Brenda Mitchell, Billy Kulynych—Better Bilt Construction, Dutch’s Mart, McDaniel’s Car Wash, Nash &  
Slaw Funeral Home,  North Carolina Furniture, Rankin’s Hardware, and Union Bank and Trust. The  
Dictionary Project Committee was:  Aubrey Mitchell, Chairman, Brenda Mitchell, Donna Maloy, and Gary  
Richard.  
King George is so proud to have been the first club in the Chesapeake District to have participated  
in this project! 
Photo 14, page 4, L-R,  Joyce Hite, Gary Richard, Donna Maloy, Carson Stanley, Betty Stanley, Aubrey   
Mitchell, Brenda Mitchell, Ron Monroe-Principal, Candice Brown-Superintendent KG Co. Schools, Angie 
Harris-Asst-Principal 
Photo 15, page 4, Betty Lee Stanley working with KG Elementary school students and their dictionaries. 
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Please submit articles & photos to 

Jason Jacobus 
26259 Sunshine Rd. 
Ruther Glen, Va. 22546 
jjacobu@vcu.edu 
804-633-9502 

Please submit articles & 
photos by e-mail 
(preferred) or 
typewritten 

ATTENTION ALL CLUBS 
Send dates of your events 
along with an article & 
photos 
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